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STATE AFFORDABLE HOUSING STRATEGY 

248. Mr M. McGOWAN to the Minister for Housing:  

I refer to Anglicare WA’s review of private rental accommodation available across the state and its finding that 
less than half of one per cent of these properties are affordable to people living on low incomes. 

(1) Has the state affordable housing strategy, which the minister and his predecessor promised to release 
last year, been finalised; and, if so, will the minister release it immediately? 

(2) What specific remedies will the state affordable housing strategy contain? 

(3) Considering that the most vulnerable people in our state cannot afford housing or cannot access public 
housing, and that, on average, 13 women with young children are turned away daily from our refuges, 
when is the minister going to act? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL replied:  

(1)–(3) I am always interested in discussion around the state affordable housing strategy. Let me say, in the first 
instance, that it has been completed and it will be released in the not-too-distant future. 

Mr M. McGowan: You promised it last year.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: It will be released soon, and I will make sure that the member for Rockingham gets an 
invitation—no problem.  

Several members interjected.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: This is a serious issue.  

In relation to housing strategies, there are a number of reasons we currently have housing stress.  

Mr E.S. Ripper: We’re not building enough houses. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Well, Leader of the Opposition, this is not an issue that snuck up and hit us over the head 
in the last year, nor is it an issue that snuck up and hit us over the head in the last two years; in fact, I could trace 
it back to 2004, but I am going to go back further—I am going to go back to 2001. 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Two and a half years on and you’re still using excuses. You have been in government two and 
a half years; it’s your responsibility. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Let me read members something from 2001. This is from the short-lived then Minister for 
Housing, who is now the member for Pilbara, and it is a media statement from September 2001.  

Mr P.B. Watson: You should worry about what you’re doing now instead of worrying what he did then! You’re 
the minister now—get on with it! People are living in cars. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Albany. 

Mr P.B. Watson: It’s a very serious matter, Mr Speaker. 

The SPEAKER: It is a very serious matter, and I know you would like it to be heard seriously in this place, but I 
am going to formally call you to order for the first time today. I would hope that members in this place respect 
the nature of the question and respect the nature of the answer. The minister has the call. 

Mr T.G. Stephens: This is boring repetition; you’ve done this three times! 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: The media statement reads — 

The Labor Government affirmed its commitment to work toward a long-term plan for housing in 
Western Australia … 

Mr Stephens told delegates at the launch and strategic workshop that the Labor Government was 
committed to the preparation of a housing strategy.  

… 

“Government needs to develop policies and plans which facilitate the supply of sufficient housing that 
is affordable, appropriate … 

Mr E.S. Ripper: Wasn’t this 10 years ago? Is it 10 years ago you’re talking about?  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Yes, it was! Does the Leader of the Opposition know how many strategies the Labor 
government released during eight years in government? None! Not one page of one final strategy was ever 
released!  

Several members interjected. 
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Mr T.R. BUSWELL: The other thing that happened in relation to housing during the time of the Labor 
government between December 2004 and December 2006 was that the median price of houses increased from 
$260 000 to $460 000. That was under the reign of the de facto Leader of the Labor Party, Alannah 
MacTiernan—the former member for Armadale who is trying to take the Leader of the Opposition’s job by 
writing opinion pieces for the paper on a regular basis! On her watch the biggest state in the nation ran out of 
land! That is why the house prices went up. Subsequent to that, rents have gone up and we are now under 
housing stress.  

Mr M. McGowan: I’m asking about the strategy. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: The housing strategy is finished and it will be released soon. 

Mr J.N. Hyde: Homeless people want to know what you’re going to do!  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: What have we done? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Perth, I am formally going to call you to order for the first time; member for 
Warnbro, I am going to call you to order for the first time today, formally; and, member for Girrawheen, I call 
you to order formally for the second time today. Everybody is interested in the question, and I assume the 
member for Rockingham is going to ask a supplementary question—he will have that opportunity—and I would 
like to hear the answer to the question at this stage, minister. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: In brief summary form, what have we done? We implemented the largest social housing 
construction program in the history of Western Australia. 

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: There were 2 500 commencements last year, and there have been 1 500 so far this year. 
What did the Labor government do for eight years? It increased the stock by 203 houses per annum. 

Several members interjected.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: We have managed 20 years of output in two years! What else have we done? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: There were 10 600 Keystart approvals in 2008–09 and 2009–10, which is a massive level 
of support for private investment in the housing sector in Western Australia, which was aimed mostly at the most 
affordable end of the spectrum.  

Ms M.M. Quirk interjected.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: What else have we done? There has been a massive transfer of properties. By June–July 
of this year, 3 500 properties will have been transferred to the community housing sector. What else have we 
done? We have fast-tracked the delivery of land in the Perth metropolitan area.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: So that is land supply, properties being built and young Western Australians being 
assisted into ownership. That is real action, not 10 years spent waiting for the Tom Stephens strategy that never 
appeared. 
 


